CHAPTER I.
A CENTURY OF CHAOS: OLD GUJARATI AND ITS
EARLY LITERATURE  (1297-1400).
The Mussalraan occupation—The migrations—The waning influence of
Samskrta—Early literature in des'abhasha, Old Gujarat!—Literature in the
twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth centuries—The evolution of the language-
Folksongs and rasa dance—The des'I tunes—Rasa as a literary composition.
Faga poems—Neminathacatushpadika (1269)—Somasundara (1374-1446)—Ranga
sagara Nemifaga—Fagu by Natarshi (1439)—Prose—Tarunaprabha (1355)—
Prihvlcandracarita (1422)—Legends of Hemacandra—Prabandhaclnfamanl
With the death of Visaladeva in 1261, the glory of
GujarSta departed; and a period of unsettled existence was
followed by a century (1300-1400) of catastrophic events,
which changed the face of the whole country.
In 1297 Ulughkhan, the brother of All-a-uddin, in-
vaded Gujarata, and captured Anahilavada Patana, which
thenceforward became a permanent camp of the army of
occupation. The viceroys of the Sultans of Delhi sallied
forth from it, now and again, to plunder, to destroy, and
to carry fire and sword in every direction. Most of the
tributary kings and the grandees who had made the court
of the great Vaghela so illustrious were either put to
death or forced to embrace Islam. Some stood their
ground and fought with grim despair.
Soon, however, the viceroys rebelled against the autho-
rity of Delhi, and the amirs, in their turn, against the
authority of the viceroys; and, in consequence, confusion
prevailed everywhere. Occasionally, the imperial presence
supported by a strong army was required to bring a recal-
citrant viceroy to his senses. Ultimately in 1391, Zafar
khan, a Rajput, a convert, was sent by Mahmud Shah II to
Gujarata to bring to book Farhat-ul-Mulk, the governor of
the province. Zafar Khan spread carnage wherever he went,
He defeated the governor, and having conquered the
country, elevated his son Mahmud to the sultanate of
Gujarata. When Mahmud died in 1403, Zafar Khan, with the
title of Muzafar Shah, ruled the country for a few years.

